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tary way in the home, in the school and in the temple, our scrip-
tures, folk lore, religions history, art, music, ritual, festivals and
social institutions. These are the channels through which re-
ligious heritage is passed on from generation to generation. But
each generation must understand them afresh in the light of its
own day. The Americans have evolved a very efficient way of
doing this for their own religion. Unless we also tackle this
problem for ourselves, our culture will sooner or later become
a dead weight of tradition and superstitution hindering us from
progress. But when it is understood and assimilated it will re-
volutionise our present Westernised modes of thinking, and free-
ing us from intellectual bondage to the West, open up for us new
vistas of thought and conduct.
To illustrate this in the field of education, today we are
looking to the "West for our ideals in education and recently
there has been a great deal of interest created in us in the Mon-
tessori method.  But if, as I have claimed, the essence of the re-
ligion of our people is in overcoming the private self and its de-
sires, we cannot accept blindly the Montessori principle that the
education of the child must be guided by its desires.   The West-
ern philosophy of life which underlies the Montessori doctrine
is the ideal of a full life, life of many loves and many hates, a
life of more and more desire finding expression in greater and
greater complexity of life a&d a higher and higher standard of
living as it is called.  But our ancient ideal is very different   It
is, as I have tried to point out, a renunciation of self and desire.
If this ideal is still' to be with us, then our aim in education will
be correspondingly different.   It will be to teach the child to
control self and curb desire.   How completely the emphasis
changes!   Today, if the world is faced with bloodshed and des-
truction it is because of uncontrolled desire.   To live according
to our own desires requires no training.   It is the law of the
jungle.  But the essence of religion and good breeding is? it seems
to me, to control self out of consideration for others.   This at
any rate is what our fathers taught, and I believe i$ is some-
thing Tjhich needs very much to be kept in mind today by those
who have the responsibility of educating the young not only in
our own country but also in the rest of the world.